MAHATMA CANIDHI At RABINI>RANATH*S SANTINIKETAN
the charge of Maganlal Gandhi, his nephew. Gurudev
at once gave them the warmest welcome to Santi-
niketan, and they stayed with us very happily indeed
for several months sharing the life of the Asram.
Gurudev himself was living at Dehali, and he
offered them quarters near to it in the quadrangle
which was then called Natun Badi. They were
eighteen in number, and some of them were very
young indeed. Maganlal acted as 'house-father' of the
whole family. These Phoenix boys used to impress
the minds of our own students by their amazing
industxy and their eagerness to do hard field labour
every day as part of their school studies.
A plot of ground was given up for this purpose just
in front of the place where they were living and they
sowed it with potatoes, watering it from the well But
the white ants, alas I devoured the whole crop. Gurudev
used to keep a kindly oversight over them from his
upper room, where he occupied a very tiny space,
hardly big enough to hold his cot with its mosquito
net. He loved them as his own children, and gave
much of his time to their development, and they had
a deep reverence and love for him in return.
In the section of Asram news in the Tattvabodhini
Patrika (Paush, 1836 Saka) the students of Santiniketan
announced the arrival of their guests with great zeal:
A few students have come to India from The
Phoenix Settlement School founded by the great
renouncer and public benefactor, Srijut Mohanchand
[Das] Karamchand Gandhi. Srijut Gandhi is now in
England. Till his return 16 students will stay in our
Asram, They do not take sweets, savouries and hot
things, some of them do not take .even milk or ghee.
They are participating in every function in the
Asram. Mr. Maganlal Gandhi, a nephew of Mr. M. K.
Gandhi, and a teacher, are staying here as their
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